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DIY’s ‘Bargain 
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ready for the 
big reveal sa 
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For Chiefs’ Hunt, 
giving back pays 
forward the help 
he received 
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Ex- CIA A SPECIAL REPORT 


director: ‘Secrecy is 
Putin uses otd o @ 9 
flattery killing children 


on Trump 


BY JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND JILL COLVIN 


Associated Press 


MANILA, PHILIPPINES 

A day after being criticized by 
President Donald Trump, a 
former CIA director questioned 
whether Russian President Vla- 
dimir Putin was manipulating 
Trump with flattery during the 
president’s lengthy trip to Asia. 

Trump’s trip was meant to be 
centered on trade and North 
Korea, and on Monday, he will 
talk with Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte, who has over- 
seen a bloody drug war that has 
featured extrajudicial killings. 
But Trump remains dogged by 
things he has said, and not said, 
about Russia. 

He tried to have it both ways 
Sunday on the issue of Russian 
interference in last year’s presi- 
dential race, saying he believes 
both the U.S. intelligence agen- 
cies when they say Russia med- 
dled and Putin’s sincerity in 
claiming that his country did not. 

“T believe that he feels that he 
and Russia did not meddle in 
the election,” Trump said in 


Hanoi, Vietnam. oo i JILL TOYOSHIBA jtoyoshiba@kcstar.com 
Clint Blansett’s 10-year-old son, Caleb, was killed by Caleb’s mother in 2014 in Wellington, Kan. Blansett now lives in Texas. His son’s ashes 
SEE TRUMP, 12A are in the blue urn on the top shelf behind Blansett. He plans to scatter them in the Pacific Ocean near Hawaii, one of their favorite places. 


As children die in Kansas, the agency charged 


A š é z Part 2 of 5 
\ Vyandotte with protecting them instead protects itself coming up 
County tries 
1 hat Caleb’s father faced that day in Tuesda 
to sell Image BY LAURA BAUER See 2014 ee ae and i hide their rol 
lbauer@kcstar.com Kansas legislators say they’ve battled for Lawmakers hide their roles 


of diversity, years: an agency charged with protecting in legislation, and 


controversial bills pass 


e oœ Clint Blansett’s 10-year-old son had been kids instead focused on protecting itself. An ; a 
but 1S It true ? dead just a few days when a social worker agency where a former high-level DCF outside the public's eye. 
from the state knocked on the family’s door supervisor told The Star she was instructed 
in south-central Kansas. not to document anything after a child’s 
She wasn’t there to offer condolences death and to shred notes after meetings so Wednesday 
BY RICK MONTGOMERY after Caleb’s death or ask about his sister, attorneys and reporters couldn’t get them Want t hat li 
rmontgomery@kcstar.com Blansett said. through open records requests. qn AOSE Waan apo ie 


body camera captured? In 


She wanted him to sign a form saying he An agency where even lawmakers insist teh ffi 
Kansas City has a history of wouldn’t talk about his son’s death or the DCF officials are intentionally misleading Ie NE E 
second-best claims. Kansas Department for Children and Fam- them and providing information the Legis- avoid scrutiny, good luck. 
Boosters long ago hailed it ilies. No details about contact the agency lature can’t trust. 
second only to Chicago in had with the family before Caleb’s mom In the end, Kansas children continue to 
meatpacking. Then second to smashed his head with a rock while he die without a public review of what contact Thursday 
Paris in boulevards. And slept and then stabbed him seven times. state social workers had with the families — Someof thestate’s most 
second-most fountains behind “It was a gag order,” Blansett said. “She whether they did enough and whether i ne ; h n 
Rome. was there for DCF; she wasn’t there for me, policies and procedures were followed. ie S Patients naye 
None simple to prove. Now.... she wasn’t there for my daughter. She was “Secrecy is killing children,” said Dianne co ered hay ka agar 
“Kansas City’s Wyandotte there to ensure that I wouldn’t speak to the privatized its Medicaid 
County is the second-most di- press. That was her only concern.” SEE CHILDREN, 6A system. 


verse community in the nation,” 
pitches the Visit KC press kit. 
Visit KC is contracted by Kansas 
City, on the Missouri side, to 
promote area travel and conven- 


tion options. LOCAL 


In the last three years the 


“second most diverse” claim FRI E N DS PI CK 
has been repeated by leaders of 
the Unified Government of UP HAMMERS 
Wyandotte County, by Kansas 
City, Kan., education officials a 
and, yes, by news media. Green was slain in south 
pnd Wane theistory OF tie Kansas City, friends and 
county’s complex racial and Se ie ee 
national-origin profile is worth family join to finish 


telling — especially to outsiders rehabbing the house he 
who believe nothing about Kan- 
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NEW HARLEYS 
MADE IN KC 


The newest 
Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles to hit the 
market are rolling out of 
the company’s Kansas 
City assembly plant. 8A 


A month after Marco 


was salvaging. 4A 
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